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Proclamation 5224 of July 20,1984 

Space Exploration Day, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Space exploration is a quest for knowledge—knowledge about what lies 
outside the confines of the Earth's atmosphere and knowledge about the 
Earth itself. The information obtained adds greatly to the accumulated 
wisdom of mankind necessary for an understanding of the fundamental 
processes and origins of life, providing insight into perplexing mysteries of 
the universe. Because space has no boundaries, the information and bene
fits from space exploration accrue to mankind's advantage in many differ
ent spheres. 

For 25 years, since the first primitive spacecraft heralded the dawn of the 
Space Age, the United States has expanded the frontier of space research; 
and the fruits of this research have been shared with scientists of other 
countries, reflecting the peaceful nature of our exploration. For example, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration has sent remotely con
trolled satellites on missions to measure the winds of Mars, count the rings 
of Saturn, and record volcanic activity on a moon of Jupiter; weather satel
lites have intensely studied the Earth's weather patterns; and communica
tions satellites have profoundly changed modern life as events and impacts 
are known instantly and felt worldwide. Near-earth satellites inventory our 
agricultural resources, search for mineral deposits, and measure the ecologi
cal impact of forest fires and volcanic eruptions. New products for industry, 
home, and medical use also have moved into the private sector. 

As we have employed unmanned satellites to conduct research in space, 
we have also utilized the presence of man. Fifteen years ago, on July 20, 
1969, people around the world witnessed the wonder of a human voice 
being transmitted from Tranquility Base: 

"That's one small step for Man . . . 

One giant leap for Mankind." 

as an American astronaut became the first human to set foot on truly for
eign soil—the Moon. The Apollo project evinced our technological leader
ship and preeminence in space. 

The success of America's Space Shuttle, the most sophisticated space re
search vehicle yet developed, reaffirms the spirit of confidence, courage, 
pride, ingenuity, and determination which has characterized the history of 
America's space program. As the Shuttle continues to demonstrate and 
expand its capabilities, and as we progress towards a permanently manned 
space station, the spirit of July 20, 1969, burns brilliantly, leading our jour
ney into the future. 

Space exploration is part of the human adventure. Through it, we challenge 
ourselves to strive and to achieve. By exploring, we are not just finding out 
more about our physical environment, we are finding out more about the 
human condition. 

It is said there are two fundamental differences between human beings and 
other species: we have souls and we have curiosity. The exploration of 
space is a testament to each of these differences. It is our curiosity which 
drives our explorations, and it is our soul which gives these explorations 
meaning. 

In recognition of the achievements and promise of our space exploration Ante, p. 318. 
program, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 555, has designated July 
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20, 1984, as "Space Exploration Day" and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a Proclamation to commemorate this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim July 20, 1984, as Space Exploration Day. I 
call upon the people of the United States to observe the occasion with ap
propriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of 
July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-fom-, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of July 20, 1984, on signing Proclamation 5224, see the 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 20, p. 1048). 

Proclamation 5225 of July 27,1984 

Coast Guard Day, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On August 4, 1790, the oldest continuous seagoing service of this Nation 
was formed. The United States Coast Guard was originally organized as "a 
fleet of cutters" to stop illegal smuggling from the sea and collect revenue 
due on goods coming to the young Nation. Later called the Revenue Cutter 
Service, this small organization combined with the Life Saving Service in 
1915 and assumed its now famous name—the United States Coast Guard. 

Today, Coast Guard contributions to our Nation in the areas of national de
fense, maritime law enforcement, search and rescue, aids to navigation, 
merchant marine safety, environmental protection, ports and waterway 
safety, and boating safety have become a benchmark by which professional 
maritime excellence is judged. 

This Nation relies heavily on the readiness of the Coast Guard's active 
duty, reserve, and civihan employees and the voluntary contribution of the 
40,000 members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary to rescue victims, protect our 
environment, and defend this Nation, as the Coast Guard has done in every 
major conflict in which the United States has been involved. 

Ante, p. 295. The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 150, has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation designating August 4, 1984, as "Coast 
Guard Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim August 4, 1984, as Coast Guard Day in rec
ognition of the profound importance of the missions and responsibilities en
trusted to the Coast Guard. I invite all the Armed Forces—the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard—the Departments of Defense 
and Transportation, other Federal departments and agencies, the Governors 
of the States, the chief officials of local governments, and the people of the 
United States to observe this day in an appropriate manner. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
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